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Editor’s Bit
I thought Open Gardens Day at Elkstone was successful. I know I was not allowed out, being
chained to the washing-up bowl in the Village Hall, but everyone I spoke with while clearing
tables enthused about what they had seen and how helpful all the villagers were. Apparently, the
car park was full, but I never got to see it.
Currently, the village is engulfed in a heat wave, and people like me run indoors in the shade
and try to not get burnt by the power of the sun. For those of you who really like this weather,
please enjoy it.
Jeremy and I have had an offer for the next newsletter editor who will start in the autumn. Until
then, I will help the prospective editor as practice for the handover.
Reg – 21st June 2017
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Elkstone Church Services for July
July 2nd
- 10.00am - Morning Prayer - Rev A Champion
July 9th
- 10.00am - Family service - Rev G Cox
July 16th
- 11.00am - Holy Communion - Rev D Minns
rd
July 23
- 10.00am - Songs of Praise - Frank Booth
July 30th
- 10.00am - joint Benefice Noah's Ark Service - Revs. A Bowden and D Minns
David
Bikers Songs of Praise
The day dawned with blue sky and sunshine, just as required for the picnic after the service.
There was a wonderful collection on bikes in the Manor Cross driveway. One bike was taken
into church (see photo). There were just over 20 people at the service, with the words of certain
well-known hymns adapted to fit the bikers’ theme. Many of the bikers had remarkable tales of
recovery from accidents. Their faith in the God who protects them was apparent to all. The
service was followed by a picnic at Manor Cross.

Opening of Eco-loo
The Bishop of Tewkesbury officially opened the new Eco-loo on Thursday June 8th, the loo
having been finally finished the day before with the last of the path laid (see photograph). We
were grateful to receive a further contribution from Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust the
day before. Everybody has been very lavish in their praise of the completed building. Whilst it
was Election Day and it rained, this did not stop about 25 people turning up for the opening.
After a few words there were light refreshments for those who could stay. We are pleased with
this additional facility and hope it will benefit our community here in Elkstone.

Benefice Noah's Ark Service - 30 July - 10.00am
The joint Benefice service this quarter will be at Elkstone on 30th July at 10.00am and will be
led by Rev. Andrew Bowden. It will be a Noah's Ark service where we can give thanks to God
for His gift of pets and animals to us, so please bring them to the service. It should be a joyous
occasion so do come and help us celebrate. The service will be for families, so bring the whole
family, (including pets!)
David

From the Parish Council
Elkstone Parish Council meeting - Wednesday 19th July - Village Hall - 8.00pm
Parish Councillor Vacancies
Elkstone Parish Council currently has 2 vacancies.
If you feel you would like to get involved in making decisions about your local Community and
local issues or serve your Community and make a significant contribution to the area in which
you live and work, then please apply to join the Parish Council as a Councillor.
You must be 18 years or over, eligible to vote, and have lived or worked in the Parish of
Elkstone, or within 3 miles of the Parish Boundary, for at least 12 months.
For further information please contact:
Jane Thorn, Clerk to Elkstone Parish Council; email: elkstonepc@gmail.com or tel: 01285
821157, or a Parish Councillor.
Elkstone Village Gardens Open Day, June 11th 2017.
The 2017 committee would like to thank and congratulate the many villagers who worked hard
and enthusiastically to ensure that this year’s occasion, our 25th year, was yet again an
outstanding social and financial success. It was very encouraging that newcomers to Elkstone
joined in and made such a positive impact on proceedings.
Subject to final confirmation, the Church and Village Hall will share equally around £2300.
Probably due to the autumnal weather with near gale force winds, admissions were well down
on last year. Nevertheless the gardens that were open attracted much praise for their high
quality, the Village and Church looked magnificent and the refreshments, attractions and warm
welcome on offer were much complimented by our visitors. In fact, on a pro rata basis with
fewer visitors, the teas and stalls takings were better than last year.
At the end of a long and exhausting day around 40 villagers came together at the barbecue in the
Village Hall to celebrate another achievement for our thriving Elkstone community. The strong
winds and cool conditions made it impossible to hold the barbecue on the Village Green this
year. Nevertheless it was the usual convivial gathering.
So we are convinced that the Elkstone Village Gardens Open Day formula works in bringing
people together as an enterprise to raise funds for the Village Hall and St John’s Church,
Elkstone. Next year we are looking to boost our advertising with a social media campaign. We
are inviting villagers who have knowledge or experience in this field to advise or join the 2018
Committee.
Brian, Anne, Christoph and Eric
Village Hall Tearoom
Once again the tearoom in the Village Hall displayed a huge variety of lovely cakes. So many
of our visitors commented on the quality of your baking. Thanks to all who supported this event
either by making the cakes or by serving our customers or washing up in the kitchen. It was a
great to work together and we all enjoyed the afternoon.
Jennie
News from the NHS Trust
Since I last wrote the NHS has experienced a global cyber-attack. I am very relieved to report
that none of our trusts systems were affected. Huge thanks are due our IT services whose
proactive and professional actions had ensured that we were benefitting from the most up to date
anti-virus software. Further measures are now being put into place to protect us against further
attacks. In this world, we must never be complacent, but having seen a recent presentation, I
believe that the trust has taken all reasonable measures to keep us and our patients safe.
I visited many departments in Gloucester Royal and Cheltenham General this month and my
special memory is of the staff, of their willingness to step up to tackle problems that may arise
and to their caring dedication to patient safety and wellbeing. One example that I would
particularly like to mention were the assistants who work in the mortuary. They had felt that the
decorations in the waiting room and viewing room for relatives waiting to see their deceased

were far from being peaceful, calming and caring and they took this concern to the management.
The result is lovely and our thanks go to them for making such a difference people going
through the trauma of losing a loved one.
All of this is of course going on against the background of our being in special measures but the
good news on that front is that the actions that have been taken by the trust have resulted in us
being in line with what was agreed with NHS Improvements for the year. To read more positive
news about recent awards and recognitions for the trust and our staff please visit our website
www.gloshospitals.nhs.uk.
Anne Davies
Barn Dance - Saturday 8th July 7.30pm
Enjoy a barn dance with live music and a caller at Girlguiding Gloucestershire HQ Deer Park,
Cowley. Tickets, £10.00 in advance and £12.00 on the door, include one drink and either a hot
dog, burger or pork roll and a bar is available. Should you wish, you could complete the night
with free camping but please check that a pitch is available.
Sarah - the guider in charge - 01242 870284 - deerparkcowley@btconnect.com
Anne Davies - member of management committee
Newsletter Editor – Thank you
We have printed Newsletters since 2006 (about 130 editions). It has been a huge pleasure,
where we have made some really good friends within the village, people whose paths we might
not otherwise have crossed.
For this time, Reg has been editor. I would be surprised if he shouts about his work, but allow
me to say that I particularly thank him for over 10 years of treasured ‘editorship’. The
Newsletter is invaluable to village life. Like so many people, we scramble to read the
Newsletter as it is released. The photo montage (next pages) is a ‘little extra’ from us to you.
I really hope that the editorship is continued. I am aware that someone has suggested that they
might be involved – I truly hope so.
Many thanks
Nic Williamson 01242 870556 nw@azteck.com
Changes are happening with the Elkstone Newsletter...
As everyone will know by now, after over a decade of continuous service to the community,
Reg Eyre (as Editor) and Nic Williamson (as Printer) have very reasonably decided that it is
time to hand on the baton, and I'm sure that everyone will agree with me that the selfless effort
put in by these two villagers to have this Journal appear without fail each month for so long is
just amazing - and clearly typifies how Elkstone is such a special place.
Reg and Nic, a huge thank you from us all, your works will never be forgotten!
In this context, I'm sure we will all look forward to meeting and welcoming Luke and Laure
Filho and their family who will soon move into Wards Hay Cottage once 'works' have
completed this summer to complete their planned changes. What is really special is that Laure
has undertaken to be the new Editor of the Newsletter once they are settled in this Autumn.
Reg has very kindly agreed to work with me to maintain the Editorial / Printing / Distribution of
the Newsletter in its current form until that time - and during this 'interregnum' it is planned to
have a tea-and-sandwiches event at the Village Hall, so that we can all discuss what form(s) the
on-going format should take, bearing in mind the digital, super-fast broadband age in which we
now live. More details on this will be in the August edition when we will look forward to
welcoming as many people as possible and gathering their views!
Reg, Nic, and Laure - thank you again
Jeremy Davies - Chair, Elkstone Village Hall Committee

Elkstone Village

From the Editor & Printer

A few images of village life. Reg & Nic

Most but not all photos were taken by Nic; blame him for the bad ones, while the good ones are credited to others.
Coloured versions may be seen on the village website www.elkstonevillage.com

